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STATE ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL, ESTABLISHMENT 

735. Dr E. Constable to the Attorney General 

With reference to the proposed State Administrative Tribunal - 

(a) which exiting bodies will be amalgamated under the new Tribunal; 

(b) what is the estimated cost of establishing the Tribunal and disbanding the existing tribunals 
and boards; 

(c) what are the estimated recurrent costs of the Tribunal; and 

(d) what was the estimated 2003-2004 recurrent cost of the existing tribunals? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

(a) See attached document.  [See paper No 996.] 

(b) $5.9M which includes $3.4M for fit out of special purpose premises to accommodate a single 
tribunal which will be an identifiable point of contact for all citizens in respect of most civil 
and administrative decisions and reviews currently made by a plethora of boards, tribunals, 
courts, ministers and public officials.  Other one off establishment costs included are $1.0M 
for information and systems support and $1.5M project development costs. 

(c) 2003/2004  $   6.31 M 
2004/2005   $10.11 M 
2005/2006   $10.45 M 
2006/2007   $10.72 M 

These figures include the cost of the judicial component of SAT, which will ensure users of 
SAT are provided with better decisions and higher levels of procedural fairness and protection 
of rights.  The public will have greater confidence in administrative decision-making and 
review through independent judicial oversight. 

(d) Existing bodies have advised the Department of Justice that the recurrent costs of carrying out 
the functions, which will be transferred to the SAT, is $6.7M.  Of the $6.7M, $723,000 is from 
non-government sources. 

The $6.7M identified costs consist of the total budget of boards and tribunals that will transfer, 
in their entirety, to the SAT and the estimated cost of functions where only part of the total 
business of certain boards and tribunals is transferred to SAT.  Due to the nature of costing, 
$6.7M is considered to be an underestimation as administration support for many existing 
bodies is provided by public service officers as part of a much broader job. 

Further, it should be acknowledged that the jurisdiction of SAT would encompass functions 
not currently carried out by an existing agency or tribunal. 

 


